Colon imaging: computed tomographic colonography.
Computed tomographic colonography (CTC, virtual colonoscopy) is an attractive modality with which to image the colon. Many different techniques are available; moreover, during the last several years, advances in hardware and software have been remarkable. Evidence to this date suggests that CTC has varying sensitivity for detection of large colonic lesions, largely dependent on technique and the method of study. A variety of issues related to CTC are reviewed, including evolution of CTC, sensitivity and specificity of CTC, patient experience, extracolonic lesions, advances in colon preparation, and training. It is clear that CTC has great promise, but also that many questions about its use remain to be answered.